
Genesis 6 -The Wickedness of Humankind 

6 When people began to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of 
God saw that they were fair; and they took wives for themselves of all that they chose.  

3 Then the Lord said, ‘My spirit shall not abide[a] in mortals for ever, for they are flesh; their days shall be 
one hundred and twenty years.’  

4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterwards—when the sons of God went in to the 
daughters of humans, who bore children to them. These were the heroes that were of old, warriors of re-
nown. 

5 The Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the earth, and that every inclination of the 
thoughts of their hearts was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that he had made humankind 
on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart.  

 

7 So the Lord said, ‘I will blot out from the earth the human beings I have created—people together with an-
imals and creeping things and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them.’ 8 But Noah found fa-
vour in the sight of the Lord. 

Noah Pleases God 

9 These are the descendants of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation; Noah walked 

with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God saw that the 
earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth.  

13 And God said to Noah, ‘I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth.  

14 Make yourself an ark of cypress[b] wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch.  

15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its 
height thirty cubits. 16 Make a roof[c] for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above; and put the door of the ark in 
its side; make it with lower, second, and third decks. 

17 For my part, I am going to bring a flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in 
which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die.  

18 But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and 
your sons’ wives with you. 19 And of every living thing, of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and 
of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of 
every kind shall come in to you, to keep them alive. 21 Also take with you every kind of food that is eaten, and 
store it up; and it shall serve as food for you and for them.’  

22 Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him. 
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Genesis, Chapter 6,   Author- Moses— The Pentateuch— Hebrew = Bereshit (in the beginning) 

Babylonia  

1440—1260 BC  Antediluvian  

Sons of God – “other heavenly beings” an old legend that the heavenly world was filled with other beings, some were wick-

ed and rebellious.  

Nephilim— belief was common that humans of giant stature roamed the earth who became super heroes, however the 

bible seems to regard them in a negative light (Nm 13:33, EZ 32:27, Dt 2:10) 

Noah—A good man, father to... 

Shem—Shem's descendants peopled the area just north of what would be Israel (Aram and Assyria)  

Ham—Ham is the youngest son of Noah, his descendants filled Africa (Genesis 10:6), but also laid the foundation 

of Babylon (10:10) and accounted for the indigenous peoples of Canaan (10:15).  

Japheth -Japheth's descendants covered Eurasia (10:2-4) and his most celebrated sons were Javan (the Hebrew word for 

Greece) and Madai (the Hebrew word for Persia).   

Wives of Noah and the sons, unnamed. 

The numbers of people on the earth were increasing.  “The sons of God” see the daughters are beautiful and 

Marry them.  

God limits the time for man to 120 years.  “My spirit can not be indefinitely responsible for Human beings, who 

are only flesh;” 

The Nephilim were on the on the earth at the same time as the sons of God had children with the women. 

These were the heroes of days gone by. ( a super race) 

Wickedness multiplies, God sees it and is grieved, He regrets making man. But He sees Noah is a good man tells 

him He is going to destroy the world and to build an Ark “Noah did this; exactly as God commanded him.  

https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Israel.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Aram.html
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God uses one man to save Mankind. The obedience and yes of one human person—Noah and Mary 

Building of an Ark—represents the church, Ark— The Building 

Noah built the ark according to God's revelation, not his own wisdom or imagination (Gen 6:15). This is symbolic of Christ and Christ's 

workers, building the church according to God's plan and not their own plan (Matt 16:18, John 6:38, 1 Cor 3:10-15, Eph 2:20-22). 

God makes a covenant with Noah “but with you I shall establish my covenant” Gen 6:18 

Do the Nephilim perhaps point to  a mixture of divinity and humanity ?   

The name Noah means rest—Christ is our comfort and rest (Heb 4:4-11).  

The ark has one window facing heaven, and one door, The door signifies Christ (John 10:9) and that Christ is the only way to 

salvation (John 14:6).  

 

 

6:5 Sins begets sin. The wickedness increases. Our need for redemption 

6:6 “Gods heart was grieved”  Sin grieves God.  

6:11 God does not punish arbitrarily but brings to its completion the corruption initiated by humans. 

The flood also signifies separation and rescue from the old creation unto the new creation (Gal 1:4), as the 

flood caused all of the old things to go away and the coming of the new (2 Cor 5:17).  The waters of Baptism, 

is death of our old self and rebirth into the life of Christ.  

The just man is saved, by his obedience and by his faith.  

Humans are an essential part of creation. But connected to all living things. Rom. 8:19 –23 “all creation groans 

awaiting the salvation of God” 

Three levels of the Ark,  connection with the Trinity, when we abide in the ark we are abiding in the Holy Trinity.  

The Lord's coming back is likened to the days of Noah (Matt 24:37). Remaining in the ark is symbolic for abiding in the 

Body of Christ, the Church, for our salvation and protection  (1 Peter 3:20-21, 1 Cor 12:12).  

 

Number—120 can symbolize a divinely appointed time                                                                  

Flood / water— cleansing, purifying 

8 people saved in the ark.  - The number of completion see notes on numbers. (8th 

day Hebrew males Circumcised, Milcah bore 8 Children, Jessie had 8 Children, cleansed of leprosy saw priest on the 

8th day, First born animals presented on 8th Day 

Heart—In Hebrew is the seat of 

Memory and Judgement rather                

than emotion.  

Pitch—symbolizes Christ's blood. The internal covering of pitch is for our inward peace with God via purification of our  
conscience (Heb 9:14, Gen 3:8, Col 1:20). The external covering of pitch is for protecting from God's wrath (Rom 5:9), as 
also symbolized by the external application of blood to the houses in Exo 12:13.  
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The Ark also appears in the Quran as Safina—Noahs boat Modern scholars believe the books of Moses were 

composed in the sixth century BC. The story is however told in books more than a thousand years older than 

the Bible.  The Instructions of Shuruppak, Sumerian.  

Book of Enoch on the giants— Not part of the Western Canon but seen as Canonical in the Ethiopian Church. 

Theophilus (c. 115–185), Patriarch of Antioch, noted the belief of the Greek philosopher Plato that the Flood ‘extended 

not over the whole earth, but only over the plains, and that those who fled to the highest hills saved themselves.’  

Tertullian (c. 160–225), the prolific Carthaginian apologist, spoke of fossils in the mountains testifying to a time when the 

globe had been covered by water. ‘There was a time when her whole orb, withal, underwent mutation, overrun by all wa-

ters. To this day marine conchs and tritons’ horns sojourn as foreigners on the mountains, eager to prove to Plato that 

even the heights have undulated.’5 

Gregory of Nazianzus (329–389) described Noah as one ‘entrusted with the saving of the whole world from the waters’ 

and as having escaped the destruction ‘in a small ark’.6 

John Chrysostom (c. 347–407), Archbishop of Constantinople, wrote concerning the Flood: ‘See the precision of Scripture, 

how it not only taught us the year of the deluge but also made clear the month and the day.’ 

Giants—Wis. 14:6, Bar 3:26 

Pride—Job 22:15 –17  

Second coming—Mat 24:37—39 

Faith  - Heb 11:7  

Gal 1:4  

(1 Peter 3:20-21, 1 Cor 12:12).  

 

 

2569, Noah's offering is pleasing to God, who blesses him and through him all creation, because his heart was upright 

and undivided; Noah, like Enoch before him, "walks with God."6 This kind of prayer is lived by many righteous people in 

all religions. In his indefectible covenant with every living creature,7 God has always called people to prayer. But it is 

above all beginning with our father Abraham that prayer is revealed in the Old Testament. 

401 After that first sin, the world is virtually inundated by sin…..even after Christ's atonement, sin raises its head in 

countless ways among Christians. Scripture and the Church's Tradition continually recall the presence and universality 

of sin in man's history:...What Revelation makes known to us is confirmed by our own experience. For when man looks 

into his own heart he finds that he is drawn towards what is wrong and sunk in many evils which cannot come from his 

good creator. Often refusing to acknowledge God as his source, man has also upset the relationship which should link 

him to his last end… 

990 The term "flesh" refers to man in his state of weakness and mortality.  

St Augustine—The City of God (Book XVI) 

https://bible.faithlife.com/bible/nlt/1%20Pet%203.20-21
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Legend has it that the Ark rested on Mount Ararat in modern day Tur-

key.  

The story is symbolic rather than an accurate historical account        

although many have searched for the Ark and claim to have found it. 

ar'-a-rat ('araraT): 

A mountainous plateau in western Asia from which flow in different 

directions the Euphrates, the Tigris, the Aras and the Choruk rivers. Its 

general elevation is 6,000 feet above the sea. Lake Van, which like the 

Dead Sea has no outlet, is nearly in its center. 

 In Jeremiah 51:27 Ararat is associated with Minni and Ashkenaz, which 

according to the Assyrian monuments lay just to the east of Armenia.   

“This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. He creat-

ed them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they were created.” 

God has named man and again states they are made in the likeness of God.  

Genealogy of Adam followed through Seth NOT Cain. (Youngest son) 

Enoch—mentioned especially, Enoch walked with God then was no more as God took him. Was Enoch assumed? 

Lamech named his son Noah, because he said ”here is one who will give us, in the midst of our toil and the labouring of our 

hands, a consolation out of the very soil that Yahweh cursed” 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=jer+51:27


Genesis 6 

1. Who/What are Nephilim believed to be? 

2. In Kabbalah, numbers all have a significance Find out what the number 8 represents. 

3. Where in the Jewish calendar does 8  play any significance? 

4. What is the difference between a covenant and a contract?  

               5.           There is much symbolism in the story of the Ark,  explore the potential significance of 

A) The three levels of the Ark 

B) The door 

C) The Pitch  

D) The Window 

 

 

Personal reflection questions 

 

1. The wickedness of Man grieves the heart of God,  why do you think God has permitted wicked-

ness?  Do you think He has permitted it? 

2. The scripture says God regrets making Man. What is your biggest regret? 

3. Is it something you could still put right? If not how do you leave the regret behind? 

4. Noah in obedience takes the animals and his family onto the ark. What would you struggle to leave 

behind? 

5. God makes a covenant with Noah, what promises has God made to you? Personally or as one of His 

children? 

6. Have you ever promised anything to God? Have you kept it ? 


